
 

 

 

 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Derecho Clean-up Activities Continue 
 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA – April 23, 2021– Derecho cleanup efforts continue. For a full list of resources, 

FAQs, and links, visit www.cedar-rapids.org and click on “Derecho Response Info.”  

 

Tree Debris Collection 

Curbside collection of tree debris resumed on April 19, with crews beginning in the SW quadrant. A map 

has been published on the City’s website, showing where crews are currently working. Direct link: 

https://cedar-rapids.org/tree_debris_removal.php  

 

There is still ongoing derecho cleanup occurring throughout the community, including street tree removals 

and the pickup of debris that is left behind after a street tree has been removed. This activity is not 

illustrated on the map, and is not part of curbside collection. Crews conducting curbside collection will 

come through all areas of the community, and will be illustrated on the map. There will be no additional 

pickup in areas once they are marked completed. Stump grinding in the right-of-way will be conducted by 

City crews at a later date.  

 

Crews are working on collecting an unknown volume of tree debris remaining on private property, and 

currently estimate it will take approximately 6 – 8 weeks to reach all neighborhoods. This timeline may 

change as collection continues.  

 

Curbside collection is only for tree debris; please avoiding mixing tree debris piles with landscaping waste 

such as fabric, fencing, etc. Residents are asked to continue utilizing their YARDY carts for smaller 

organic piles that can fit into a YARDY.  

 

Residents are reminded not to deposit tree debris on City property. In addition to curbside collection, tree 

debris can also be taken year-round to the Cedar Rapids Linn County Solid Waste Agency. Please visit 

their website for hours of operations and drop-off fees: https://www.solidwasteagency.org/compost-yard-

waste.  

 

Reminder on Right-of-Way Damage 

Minor property damage sustained during debris removal such as lawn or sod will need to be repaired by 

the property owner. Contractors will not re-seed the right-of-way; contractors will back-fill large holes left 

in the right-of-way due to a root ball or uprooted stump.  

 

 

Reminder on Right-of-Way Permits 

Residents are reminded that work taking place in the right-of-way such as driveways, sidewalk, tree 

planting, etc. requires a right-of-way permit. Please visit cityofcr.com/rightofwaypermits for more 

information. 

 

New Volunteer Opportunities 
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There are a variety of volunteer opportunities for residents who wish to assist with cleanup efforts. For 

more details on these opportunities, please visit the City’s Municipal Volunteer Program (MVP) webpage: 

www.cityofcr.com/volunteer.  

 

 

** PREVIOUSLY RELEASED INFORMATION **  
 

Parks & Golf Courses 

Cleanup remained underway throughout the winter on removing debris from parks and golf courses. Work 

will continue this spring as ground conditions become firm and able to support heavy equipment. We 

appreciate the public’s patience as we work to reopen public parks and ensure they are safe for patrons. 

Crews are working their way through the park system and prioritizing clean-up based on recreational 

programming needs and firm ground conditions. Once safety hazards are removed,  staff and volunteers 

can assist with a final clearing of small debris. Please contact parks@cedar-rapids.org if you would like to 

help with parks cleanup in the future, or watch the City’s Municipal Volunteer Program (MVP) page for 

opportunities. 

 

Right-of-Way Stumps 

Stumps left behind in the right-of-way following the removal of a damaged street tree will be ground down 

by the City and re-seeded. The bulk of this year’s stump grinding will occur later this summer. City crews 

will follow the same prioritization route that is used during snow emergencies (main arterials first, 

followed by collector streets, then residential neighborhoods). Crews estimate grinding down 

approximately 2,500 stumps this year. Due to the volume of damaged street trees, this will be a multi-year 

process. 

 

Right-of-way stumps can also be removed at the resident’s expense. Interested residents should complete 

an application for a permit. Stumps must be ground to 6-8 inches below grade. Trees planted in the same 

area will need to be moved 3-5 feet to one side or the other to avoid root systems from the tree that was 

removed. Property owners will need to grind the stump out completely to a depth of approximately 18-24 

inches if they plan on re-planting in the exact same location. 

 

Replanting in the Right-of-Way 

The City encourages replanting of right-of-way trees by residents, however, plantings must adhere to the 

following requirements. After the significant tree loss caused by the derecho, it is imperative that trees 

planted have the greatest potential for success. 

 Complete an application for a permit to plant in the right-of-way. The fee for the permit has been 

waived through 2021. The permit allows the City to include the tree on the tree inventory, and 

ensures that the resident understands the requirements of street tree planting. 

 Contact IOWA ONE-CALL at 1-800-292-8989 to locate underground utilities before doing any 

digging or removal of stumps. 

 Trees must be at least 1 inch in trunk diameter when measured 4.5 feet above grade. This typically 

equates to a 1.5 inch caliper tree. Trees provided through some community tree adoption programs 

will not meet this requirement. Tree size is required to make sure the tree will survive the 

challenging growing conditions of placement within the right-of-way. 

 Review the recommendations for tree species prior to selecting a tree. The use of trees native to 

Iowa and the Midwest is recommended wherever possible. Native trees are adapted to local growing 

conditions and ecosystems and often perform best over the long run. Exotic trees that exhibit 

invasive properties and are known to compete with native species should not be planted. 

 Review resources and videos for the best planting success.  

 Return the right-of-way to its original condition following planting.  
 

Building Permits and Online Resources 
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All contractors are required to be licensed and registered through the State of Iowa. Permits are required 

for significant roof damage, structural repairs, substantial interior repairs, or for the demolition of any 

structure. Residents can find information on the permit process and a list of where to find reputable 

contractors on the City’s website: www.cedar-rapids.org/homerepair. To verify your contractor is licensed, 

please call the Building Services Department at 319-286-5929, Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 

Resources  
 

PATCH Program - Housing Rehabilitation 

A donation-based program that assists homeowners with repairs or a gap loan for repairs. Supported by the 

City of Cedar Rapids, Linn County, and local nonprofits. Learn more: http://www.ecicog.org/patch.html.   

 

Tree Removal Assistance 

For tree removal needs on private property, the City is collaborating with United Way of East Central  

Iowa and Waypoint to match resident needs to volunteer groups with the appropriate skills. Please contact 

Waypoint at 319-366-7999 for additional information.   

 

Mulch / Compost 

Free compost and mulch are available to Linn County residents while supplies last at the Cedar Rapids 

Linn County Solid Waste Agency at 2250 A Street SW (near Czech Village). Learn more: 

https://www.solidwasteagency.org/ | Phone: 319-398-5163.  

 

Where to Take Tree Debris 

Linn County residents can also take tree debris and yard waste to the Cedar Rapids Linn County Solid 

Waste Agency.  

 

 Tree debris/yard-waste drop-off: $24/ton, $5 minimum charge 

 Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday, 8 am – 4 pm |  Starting April 3: Saturdays, 8 am – 12 pm 

 Location:  2250 A Street SW (near Czech Village) 

 Contact information: https://www.solidwasteagency.org/ | Phone: 319-398-5163 

 

Replanting  

 

 ReLeaf Cedar Rapids: https://confluence.mysocialpinpoint.com/releaf-cedar-

rapids?fbclid=IwAR3uewd0d3kUbBKtpRJuk9aAmZ7zZtQ3w2D8oCQV5yL1F9j_Nt2dtFGNOK0  

 Right-of-Way Planting: https://www.cedar-

rapids.org/residents/parks_and_recreation/replacing_street_trees.php  

 Street Tree Finder: Residents can look up their street tree online to determine if it’s a City-owned 

tree, using Tree Finder. Type your address into the search box to find your property and to view 

the City-owned trees and planting spaces: 

https://crgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e4a29262136541a0ad9da30ca5b

4eafa 

 

### 
 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 

 

- For tree debris pickup | Emily Breen, e.breen@cedar-rapids.org 

- For parks and right-of-way trees (stumps and replanting) | Gail Loskill, g.loskill@cedar-rapids.org  

- For non-organic debris, Solid Waste | Phillip Platz, p.platz@cedar-rapids.org 

- For Linn County Solid Waste Agency | Joe Horaney, jhoraney@solidwasteagency.org  

 

http://www.cedar-rapids.org/homerepair
http://www.ecicog.org/patch.html
https://confluence.mysocialpinpoint.com/releaf-cedar-rapids?fbclid=IwAR3uewd0d3kUbBKtpRJuk9aAmZ7zZtQ3w2D8oCQV5yL1F9j_Nt2dtFGNOK0
https://confluence.mysocialpinpoint.com/releaf-cedar-rapids?fbclid=IwAR3uewd0d3kUbBKtpRJuk9aAmZ7zZtQ3w2D8oCQV5yL1F9j_Nt2dtFGNOK0
https://www.cedar-rapids.org/residents/parks_and_recreation/replacing_street_trees.php
https://www.cedar-rapids.org/residents/parks_and_recreation/replacing_street_trees.php
https://crgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e4a29262136541a0ad9da30ca5b4eafa
https://crgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e4a29262136541a0ad9da30ca5b4eafa
mailto:e.breen@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:g.loskill@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:p.platz@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:jhoraney@solidwasteagency.org

